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hour course. We do not solve our prob- 
lems by multiplying them; and why it 
should be supposed that an instructor 
who is not doing very well in eradicat- 
ing sentence fragments will be improv- 
ed if he has to undertake speech and 
psychoanalysis in addition is not easy to 
explain.” 


In “In Defense of Composition” (The 
CEA Critic, May, 1954), Hermann C. 
Bowersox, Roosevelt University, objects 
to Frank Nelson’s proposal (The CEA 
Critic, March, 1954, summarized in CCC, 
May, 1955) that colleges substitute a 
course in literary masterpieces for the 
traditional composition course, on the 
assumption that freshmen can and will 
learn to read in this way and thus, with- 
out additional training, will learn to 
write well under their own power. The 
author believes that such a method is 
hopeless for the poor and average stu- 
dent, none too good even for the best 
student. “Close reading of suitable texts, 
though an invaluable aid in learning to 
write, is no substitute for practice in 
writing under critical supervision. Noth- 
ing takes the place of writing, having 
one’s work criticized, and then writing 
again, repeating this process until one 
develops skill in composition and criti- 
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cal insight into one’s own work. It is the 
proper business of freshman composi- 
tion to initiate this process. The course 
may fail because it loses sight of its goal, 
or because it is taught by over-burdened 
and inexperienced teachers; but if the 
colleges will take seriously what Fresh- 
man English, well taught, can do, then it 
need not fail. Let the course be taught 
by serious and experienced teachers, and 
let other departments cooperate with the 
Freshman English staff by demanding 
writing competence of their students; 
then freshman composition can make a 
start in teaching students how to write. 
In two semesters, no course can accom- 
plish more than this.” 


Replying also to Frank Nelson (see 
preceding summary), J. D. Thomas, 
Rice Institute, “A Fable for English 
Teachers” (The CEA Critic, September, 
1954), makes the prophecy, through his 
fable, that if English teachers abrogate 
the teaching of writing for the teaching 
of classics, philosophy, literature, it will 
not be long before a devastating discov- 
ery: that since English teachers are no 
longer performing the duties which so- 
ciety expects of them, English teachers 
are no longer necessary and will be 
abolished. 
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